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Objective

South Carolina agencies face a diverse geographic and 
hazard environment, from flooding in Charleston to 
complex search and rescue operations in the upstate 
region. See how SC-TF1 utilizes GIS for operations, and 
how SCEMD uses GIS for preparedness activities and 
outreach.



SCEMD Hubsite
https://gis-scemd.hub.arcgis.com/

https://gis-scemd.hub.arcgis.com/


Palmetto EOC
https://portal.palmettoeoc.com

https://portal.palmettoeoc.com/


Data & US&R

• US&R historically operated in archaic times when it 
came to mapping and technology.

• This didn’t allow for current information to flow 
which slowed operations.

• Then came…GIS…for US&R!



Data!

What we had been missing!

Goal: Effect the most rescues 
& to save the most lives, with 

the most current information. 
This requires some level of 

technology!



How do we use 
data?
• Once a US&R team arrives, the 

first questions are asked.
• Who needs to go?
• What are we doing?
• When do we need to have it 

done?
• Where are we going?
• Why are we going?



Data!

• All of those questions involve data. 

• US&R teams have produced data 
for years…we just never used it. 

• Data: factual information (such 
as measurements or 
statistics) used as a basis for 
reasoning, discussion, or 
calculation



Who?

• Who needs to go is based off of 
what the need is, this can be 
solved by data…GIS data



What?

• What are we doing is answered 
with data. This is fed back to the 
command post for the Incident 
Support Team to digest and 
make decisions with. 



When?

• When do we need to have it 
done by. 

• Initially answered from the 
leaders intent and we can then 
provide status via data. 



Where?

• Where we need to go is driven 
by data, supported by data, and 
adjusted by data.



Why?

• Why are we going? This is 
proven by data.

• Data drives our world in US&R, 
specifically, GIS data. 







Good Data In…

• We provide regular training to 
our team.

• We provide “just in time” 
training to our team.

• We provide rules of 
engagement 



Good Data Out…

• This isn’t for a grade, it’s life or 
death data 

• It’s validation data post incident 

• It’s save your job data 



Good Data Out…

• It’s justifying data for your team
• Needs
• Budget 
• Proof of concept 



Partnerships!

Chad Beam
803-528-0291

Chad.beam@llr.sc.gov 

Emily Razzano
813-390-1660

ejrazzano22@gmail.com



THANKS!

Do you have any questions?
email@publicsafetygis.org
napsgfoundation.org/

@napsgfoundation
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