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Question: Is [FEMA’s Geospatial Incident Coordination Call] done in coordination with other calls such as the 

imagery and survey collection through FEMA?  

Answer: The FEMA Geospatial Incident Coordination Call is hosted by FEMA in coordination with the impacted 

Region and States. The agenda does include a discussion of imagery collection. FEMA Region 4 will also often lead 

their own imagery calls, but  the Response Geospatial Office (RGO) also attends and provides updates in both calls.  

 

Question: Several methods to collect imagery from numerous sources were mentioned. For large and complex 

incidents where there are multiple end users who are asking for imagery, can you discuss how the collection of 

imagery is coordinated to not duplicate efforts and best utilize these resources from many sources and to many end 

users.  

Answer: Good question, this coordination often occurs in the Geospatial Incident Coordination Calls where the 

FEMA Remote Sensing Coordinator facilitates a discussion with interagency partners and stakeholders on areas of 

interest (AOI) creation and prioritization and development of a collection plan to meet the whole community’s needs. 

We also talk through the derived imagery products and data sharing.  

 

Question: Where can we find the National Water Center products being shared? 

Answer: National Water Center Products and Services  

 

Question: Could GII provide live HURREVAC data as web services during a storm event? This would save a great deal 

of time I spend accessing, downloading, and using HVx data!  

Answer: Please direct this HURREVAC question to the HURREVAC support team at support@hurrevac.com and 

National Hurricane Program at NHP@fema.dhs.gov for future consideration.  

 

Question: P-Surge has a 1-hour lag from an NHC Advisory. Generally speaking, what is the time-lag for a rainfall 

event to get incorporated into a Flood Inundation Model product output?  

Answer: Depends on the configuration. The Flood Inundation Maps (FIMs) derived from the National Water Model 

(NWM) Latest Analysis configuration update every hour per the cycle for the NWM updates. The FIMs derived from 

the NWM Medium Range Forecast (i.e. 5-day max FIM) update every 6 hours. Finally, the FIMs derived from the River 

Forecast Center (RFC) forecasts update every hour if new forecasts are available. Please refer to this Dynamic FIM 

Services summary document for more information (last page for total latency and update frequency): https://

www.weather.gov/media/owp/operations/FIM_Services_Factsheet.pdf.   

 

Question: For a large tourist based metropolitan area like Las Vegas, how are the models being created when 

we could have 1M extra people at any given time on top of the regular population?  

Answer: The bulk of model types leveraged by the Response Geospatial Office are hazard models, which inform on 

the spatial extent and severity of the respective hazard. This model output would then be intersected with building 

and demographic data. But to your point, tourism is poorly represented in commonly used population data. For 

example, Landscan USA (2021) is incredibly useful, but it does not include transitory populations (e.g., business 

travelers or tourists). Likewise, common data enrichment methods, like ESRI Business Analyst, also lack tourist 

estimates. The variable nature of these data is challenging to capture.   
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Question: How does one get on the [Incident Coordination Call] list to attend the call for a given event? 

Answer: If you would like to get the Incident Coordination Call invitation and/or geospatial data access, please 

complete this NAPSG survey for a follow-up: https://arcg.is/1eDzXC5.   

 

Question: No Fed sharing of Nearmap? 

Answer: Access is available to Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial emergency management partners for 30 

days post incident collection. 

 

Question: Is Nearmap the high-resolution, insurance industry imagery we use to get in past events?  

Answer: That was NICB, which now uses aerial and drone in partnership with Vexcel.  

 

 

Question: Who do we contact to gain access the GDA feature service or get assistance related to GDA training?  

Answer: Please send an email to FEMA-RGO@fema.dhs.gov.  

 

Question: Does FEMA have any connection to the International Charter on Space and Major Disasters? I see USGS 

activated it for Milton...  

Answer: Yes, Devon Maloney serves as our FEMA Rep to the International Charter. USGS is the lead US agency that 

manages the relationship with Charter, but FEMA does have representation and the ability to request activation.  

 

Question: I'm curious if FEMA (specifically for the GDAs) has an official stance on what type of UAV imagery can be 

ingested into their platform? The new drone safety act makes it sound like only imagery from NDAA compliant UAVs 

will be accepted or potentially risk funding. 

Answer: FEMA has limitations on what kind of drones they can specifically task, mission assign, or purchase, but we 

can assess imagery collected from other partners. For instance, if a member of the public were to collect drone 

imagery and post that on YouTube, regardless of whether or not it was an approved UAV, we can assess that as 

well. If local emergency managers are using their own UAVs on their own authorities, we can assess that data; we 

just can't pay for it.   

 

Question: When do Geospatial Damage Assessments occur? 

Answer: FEMA will perform GDAs when a declaration request is anticipated, or anytime it is requested by region/

state/or local.   
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